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8:00 #2 The Fourth Sunday of Easter April 21, 2024  

 

The Word of God 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

  

 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY   

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

CHRIST OUR PASSOVER 

The following is sung, all standing 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

 Alleluia. 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

  therefore let us keep the feast, 

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 

  but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. 

  

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 

  death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 

  but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 

 and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Alleluia. 

  

Christ has been raised from the dead, * 

  the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

For since by a man came death, * 

  by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, * 

  so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  Alleluia. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of thy people: Grant that when we hear his voice 

we may know him who calleth us each by name, and follow where he doth lead; who, with thee 

and the Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

Acts 4:5-12 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

5The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 

John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the 

prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are 

questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this 

man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man 

is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 

crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is  

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals 

by which we must be saved.” 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

 

CANTICLE 18                                      A SONG TO THE LAMB 

Remain seated. 

    Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13  

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 

   are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 

   and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 

   for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 
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From every family, language, people, and nation, * 

   a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 

   and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 

   for ever and for evermore. 

 

 

1 John 3:16-24 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the First letter of John. 

16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 

one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a 

brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 

will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 

hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our 

hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we 

ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 

  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 

and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in 

him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has 

given us. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

 

John 10:11-18 

All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

  

[Jesus said,] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 

leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand 

runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my 

own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down 

my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, 

and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the 
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Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 

up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

  

 

THE HOMILY                                                                                  The Rev. Dr. Mark D. Story 

 

THE NICENE CREED  

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

All remain standing. 

Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

 

 

THE PEACE  

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good thy vows unto the Most High. 

Psalm 50:14 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is meet and right so to do. 

  

 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 

thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

But chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; for he is the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and hath taken away the sin of 

the world; who by his death hath destroyed death, and by his rising to life again hath won for us 

everlasting life. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 

magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people kneel or stand. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst 

give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made 
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there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, 

oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy 

Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, 

until his coming again. 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 

brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you, 

and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine 

Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath 

commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his 

mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the 

innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same. 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 

vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of 

bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ’s holy 

institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body 

and Blood. 

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 

and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son 

Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission 

of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 

reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others 

who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body 

and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made 

one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet 

we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but 

pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O 

Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

The People may join in saying this prayer 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 

holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that 

we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all 

faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 

beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 

fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without 

end. Amen. 
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ANNIVERSARIES  
Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever he may be. 
Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he 
fall; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

EASTER BLESSING 

The priest blesses the people, saying 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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